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preached, driving the throng of. fugitives
before them the mood of Paris had become
both nervous and resolute. Their mind was
in suspense: they could have been roused to
exceptional deeds by the right word, the
exemplary gesture; and they could be thrown
back, the next moment, into the slough of
despond. They might have greeted the ad-
vancing Germans with barricades and thrown
iron bars from every window. As it was,
the evacuation of the capital by the French
troops and the unopposed entry of the
Germans were the signal for a moral break-
down. It left the whole population that
remained in Paris stunned and incapable of
any reaction.
I shall not argue about the possible chances
of barricades versus German tanks. This is
not the point. The point is that nobody
ever thought of exhorting the people of Paris
to any form of resistance. It was a question
of fighting spirit or no will to fight. It was a
case of risking the impossible to prevent the
intolerable. , It was battling on or giving in.
History repeated the question a week or
so later in a still more desperate situation
and on a still larger scale. The Germans
had crossed the Loire. Their columns ad-
vanced, pushing the retreating French before